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Author s craft def

Introduction Just as a woodworker uses many tools and techniques to make a piece of furniture, an experienced author uses tools and techniques of language and storytelling to create a piece of writing. We organized the author's craft into two categories, Narrative Elements and Literary Devices. We use the term Narrative Elements to describe aspects of storytelling. The term Literary Devices refers to
specific tools of language that may appear in any genre of writing. Our Narrative Elements are attitude, foreshadoism and characterization. They apply to most texts that tell a story, fiction or nonfiction, and they tend to be closely associated with a general narrative arc. While we have not focused on them here, other elements of the story include theme, plot, conflict and point of view. Our literary devices are
alliteration, personification, simile, metaphor, allusion, irony, and parallel structure. These are some of the techniques that authors use to convey meaning. There are many other literary devices, including understatement, hyperbole and onomatopoeia. If you want to know more about the aspects of the author's craft that we haven't highlighted in this project, try doing some research online. The craft of writing
offers endless opportunities to learn! Complete English Language Art Course If you teach English language skills in a classroom, sign up to get 45 lessons What is Author's Craft? The craft of the author consists of the skills and techniques that an author uses to tell a story or create a piece of writing. Below is a list of skills and techniques that authors often use and are all considered part of the author's
craft. Narrative elements:· Characterization: The development of a character in a story – when the author clearly develops a character by describing the character's thoughts, dialogues, or interactions with other characters in detail. · Sequencing: When the author uses a unique set of events to tell the story. For example, when the author jumps between alternate timelines to tell the story or lapses into the
story that becomes clear later in the story. · Theme: The true meaning or message of the story; what is the author trying to communicate with his or her readers?· Point of view: The perspective from which the story is told. This is an example of the author's craft when the author uses a unique point of view to tell the story OR changes the point of view in the story.· Flashback: A leap back in time during the
story, often done to provide the reader with important background information about a character or previous event.· Foreshado' or indication of a future event in the story.· Story within a story: When a character in the story recounts a previous experience that happened to them or someone else within the time frame of the story (not flashback).· Cliffhanger: When the author abruptly ends part of the story to
make you want to keep reading.· Humor/Sarcasm: When the author uses sarcasm or humor to a point in the story.· Chapter set-up: When the author uses a quote, famous saying, dates, or a unique trait at the beginning of a chapter. Literary Devices:· Repetition: Repeat words or phrases in the text. The repetition must be done many times to emphasize an important message.· Tone or Mood: The tone and
feel that the writer creates for the reader (funny, serious, dramatic, exciting). Authors will often adopt the mood based on the actions and feelings of the characters in the story. · Simile: Comparisons between two as opposed to things using the words like or if. For example: She is as sly as a fox.· Metaphor: A comparison between two as opposed to things. For example: He is a tiger.· Symbolism: An object
or action that means something more than its literal meaning. For example, a rainy day often means a bad day or difficult times.· Alliteration: An author uses the same letter or sound to begin each word in a series of words. Abbie's alligator ate apples and asparagus, for example.· Onomatopoeia: When a word sounds like what it means. Examples- crash, buzz, thump, bang· Allusion: A speech figure
referring to a famous person, event or place – I was surprised that his nose did not grow like pinocchio's. Hyperbole: An exaggerated comment or rule- I've told you that a million times.· Personification: This happens when an author gives animals, objects, ideas or actions the qualities of man. For example, the calm sea kissed the southern coast.· Images: The use of descriptive language to create powerful
images in the mind of the reader. Often the author describes one of the five senses to help create the image. Famous author John Steinbeck once proclaimed, I believe there is one story in the world, and only one. . . . People are trapped — in their lives, in their minds, in their hungers and ambitions, in their greed and cruelty, and in their kindness and generosity, also- in a net of good and evil. . . . There's
no other story. A man, after he has brushed off the dust and chips of his life, will have left only the hard, clean questions: Was it right or was it evil? Did I do it right – or sick? Do you see at night a single sky, a multitude of individual stars, or the rest that remains unseen? Unseen?
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